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Abstract

In recent decades, the world has been facing with climate change and a
shortage of fresh water, particularly in hot and dry regions. This investigation
is based on document analysis and content analysis. The study categorizes and
analyzes the available (albeit limited) resources to examine the legal
situation of downstream countries from the perspective of water law and
environmental law. This study deals with the principles and requirements
related to international law to protect the rights of the beneficiaries of Border
Rivers. Also this investigation attends the decisions issued by international
courts in disputes related to Border Rivers with respect to water rights and
environmental rights, in order to analyze the legal status of Border Rivers. This
study aims to provide an analysis of the Aras River situation in terms of
quantitative and qualitative damages affected by the activities of upstream
countries. Based on existing studies, international courts have defended the
right of downstream countries to secure their defined water rights under
neighboring country agreements and to meet the standard needs of each person
for a healthy life, particularly in situations where people in downstream
countries are economically disadvantaged. Since Iran, as one of the
downstream countries in the region, faces unique conditions in river currents,
if no solution (such as reaching an agreement or resorting to international
courts) is found to address the problems related to fresh water, the country will
suffer irreparable human, environmental, and economic losses.
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14- Country Reports on Human Rights Practices U.S. 2022. Department of State.
https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/
15- International Center for Transitional Justice (ICTJ) https://asp.icc
cpi.int/complementarity/international-center-transitional-justice-ictj
16- Jury William A. and Vaux, Jr. Henry J. 2007. Managing Scarcity and conflect the emerging global
crisis. Advances in Agronomy Volum 95. 0065-2113/07. DOI: 10.1016/50065-2113(07)95001.
17- Kura-Aras River Basin Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis. United Nation, 2007.
RER/03/G41/A/1G/31: Reducing Trans-boundary Degradation of the Kura-Aras River Basin.
https://www.ais.unwater.org/ais/aiscm/getprojectdoc.php?docid=771
18- Recueil des Traites des Nations Unies, Vol. 1017, p. 229.
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%201017/v1017.pdf
19- Nagheeby Mohsen, 29th September 2011. Reducing Trans-boundary Degradation of the Kura-
Aras River. Conducted in the period of 2004-2007 by GEF, UNDP and SIDA aimed to make
cooperation among Iran, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Armenia and Turkey (as an observer) to monitor the
water quality in the Aras and Kura basin.
https://www.unoosa.org/documents/pdf/psa/activities/2005/graz/presentations/01-04.pdf.
20- Simple Guide to the UN Treaty Bodies (International Service for Human Rights)
https://ishr.ch/defenders-toolbox/resources/updated-simple-guide-to-the-un-treaty-bodies-guide-
simple-sur-les-organes-de-traites-des-nations-unies/
21- Tim Stephans, 2009. International Courts and Environmental Protection, Cambridge Press.
22- United Nations: Human Rights https://www.ohchr.org/en/ohchr homepage


https://jplsq.ut.ac.ir/?_action=article&au=679478&_au=%D8%B3%D9%86%DA%AF%D8%B1++%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%AF+%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF
https://jplsq.ut.ac.ir/?_action=article&au=679329&_au=%D8%A2%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%AF++%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1+%D8%B5%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD+%D9%88%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A8%DB%8C%DA%AF%DB%8C
https://jplsq.ut.ac.ir/article_83629.html
https://doi.org/10.22059/jplsq.2020.291848.2218
https://www.bing.com/search?q=please+paraphrase+the+following+paragraph&qs=MT&pq=please+paraphrase+the+foll&sc=8-26&cvid=DB559FCE2431494AA1282BC02C8D6B5D&FORM=QBLH&sp=1&ghc=1&lq=0&showconv=1
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/
http://ictj.org/
https://asp.icc/
https://www.ais.unwater.org/ais/aiscm/getprojectdoc.php?docid=771
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%201017/v1017.pdf
http://www.solutionsforwater.org/members/nagheeby/
https://www.unoosa.org/documents/pdf/psa/activities/2005/graz/presentations/01-04.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/guides-to-the-un-system/simple-guide-to-treaty-bodies
https://ishr.ch/defenders-toolbox/resources/updated-simple-guide-to-the-un-treaty-bodies-guide-simple-sur-les-organes-de-traites-des-nations-unies/
https://ishr.ch/defenders-toolbox/resources/updated-simple-guide-to-the-un-treaty-bodies-guide-simple-sur-les-organes-de-traites-des-nations-unies/
http://www.un.org/rights/

G lasmo Goi> 9 O G it 51 Mol oy (slail0g, Boii> pllii 1)) 1Son g 05T | o VF

23- UN Practitioner's Portal on HRBA Programming. 2010. UN centralized web portal on the Human
Rights-Based Approach to Development Programming. https://www.unfpa.org/resources/human-
rights-based-approach-programming
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[Y] ILA, https://iwrmactionhub.org/resource/helsinki-rules-uses-water-international-rivers
[Y] https://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/8 3 1997.pdf
[Y] https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-04/ece_mp.wat_42 eng web.pdf page 65
[¥] https://www.iau-hesd.net/sites/default/files/documents/rio_e.pdf
[°] https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention _agreements/texts/unclos/part2.htm
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[Y£] https://legal.un.org/ilc/publications/yearbooks/english/ilc_1998 v2 pl.pdf

[) oThttps://www.ilo.org/global/standards/maritime-labour-convention/what-it-
does/WCMS 219665/lang--en/index.htm

[Y1] https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-
political-rights
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act/A_CONF.151 26 Vol.I Declaration.pdf

[YA] https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/vienna.pdf

[ 4] http://orcp.hustoj.com/convention-on-biological-diversity-1992/
[Y+] http://www.un-documents.net/wcn.htm

[Y)] https://www.iau-hesd.net/sites/default/files/documents/rio_e.pdf
[Y Y] https://www.iau-hesd.net/sites/default/files/documents/rio_e.pdf

[YY] https://www.informea.org/en/court-decision/trail-smelter-case-united-states-v-canada
https://www.informea.org/en/court-decision/trail-smelter-case-united-states-v-canada

[Y ¢] https://www.icj-cij.org/case/135

[Y°] https://www.icj-cij.org/case/138

United Nations Documents:

1-United Nations General Assembly Resolutions: Available on the UN General Assembly's official
website.

2- United Nations Security Council Resolutions: Accessible through the UN Security Council's official
website.

3- UN Treaty Collection: A comprehensive collection of multilateral treaties deposited with the United
Nations, available at treaties.un.org.
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International Law of the Sea:

1- United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS): The full text of UNCLOS at the
official website of the United Nations Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea (DOALOS)
www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf.

2- International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS): ITLOS is an independent judicial body
established under UNCLOS to resolve disputes related to the interpretation and application of the
Convention. Information about ITLOS can be found at www.itlos.org.

Restrictions on Building Dams on Border Rivers:

1- International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River (ICPDR): The ICPDR is an
organization that deals with the protection and sustainable management of Danube River and its
tributaries. Their website, www.icpdr.org, provides information on agreements and guidelines related
to the Danube River basin.

2- Mekong River Commission (MRC): The MRC is responsible for managing and protecting the
Mekong River basin. Their website, www.mrcmekong.org, offers resources on the Mekong River's legal
framework, including agreements and guidelines concerning dam construction and water sharing.

3- Indus Waters Treaty: The treaty between India and Pakistan governing the use of the Indus River
system is available at www.mofa.gov.pk/indus_waters_treaty.

4- Mertez, C. 2006. Seawater Desalination as a chance for water supply. International seminar on water
Desalination technologies, Tarbiat modares University, Tehran, Iran.

5- International law association Berlin conference. 2004. Water resources law.
https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/water/meetings/legal board/2010/annexes groundwater paper/
Annex IV Berlin Rules on Water Resources ILA.pdf.

6- Roosevelt, Eleanor. December 9, 1948.social justice speech. Adoption of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. Speech. Paris, France. "Universal Declaration of Human Rights ."UN General
Assembly .December 10, 1948. 217A 111.

7- The International Institute of Human Rights https://globalexchange.org/webinar-immigrant-rights-
are-human.
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